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"a. disastrous effect on forest administration, and "in particular on forest conservancy." In what direction will they be ?—Well, we had an instance of that lately. As a matter of fact, Forests, as you know probably, in this country are very much subject to lire and the fire is repeated from year to year over a large extent of the country. The ultimate effect is very disastrous. So the Bombay Government have hitherto reserved in their hands a weapon known as communal punishment for dealing with fire offences— incendiarism. That is to say, villagers are held collectively responsible. But under political pressure about a year ago the Bombay Government suspended those orders and the result was, to take one circle only in Bombay, the area which was burnt within 12 months was double the area that was burnt in the previous year—from 100 square miles it went up to 200 square miles.
117.	Does this mean in fact that it would be more
easy to deal with incendiarism if Forests were not
a transferred subject ?—Well, it is possible when we
are aware that under the pre-reform administration
we had not that trouble at all because the Collectors
took much interest in the matter.
Does it mean that the Council were urging that incendiarism should not be so severely dealt with ? What does this paragraph mean ?
 118.	The Chairman :   I think, as a matter of fact,
the witness had been led into giving an illustration
which does not really relate to this paragraph.    The
next sentence of the paragraph runs thus :—" It is to
" the credit of the Council that it has accepted the
" Minister's declarations, and that in practically every
" case resolutions of an unacceptable character have
" been rejected."    The Council, generally speaking,
refused to adopt resolutions which would have gone
against the Forest policy.—-That is what they say.
 119.	Is not that right ?—It is to the credit of the
Council.    I would give credit where it is due.    But
what I say is that mistakes like that had occurred
which would not have occurred had we been able to
act without reference to the Council,

 120.	Colonel Lane-Fox :   Is it your view that the
position of Forests would have been better if it were
not a transferred subject ?—It would have been much
better.
 121.	The Chairman :  I want to be sure about that
point.    It is a fact that there have been cases where
members of the Council put down a resolution which
1 if it had been adopted would have gone against the Forest policy. But the Legislative Council when it heard the arguments of the Minister in favour of the Forest policy had accepted his advice and refused to make the mistake ?—Yes.
 122.	Now, you also say that there were cases in
which there was what you call political pressure and
public  opinion  which   caused  the  Government to
change its plan and instead of fining a whole village
it was required to try to find out who did set fire.
Is it not so ?—Yes.    '
 123.	I dare say it is much simpler to fine, the whole
village, but after all it is better to find out who is
really to blame ?—That is where the difficulty lies.
The Chairman : It may be a difficulty but we must appreciate the opposite view which may be natural and reasonable.
Lord Burnham : Since then forest fire has increased?
The Chairman :   Yes.
The Witness: I am not advocating communal punishment in the administration. We are forced to do it.
The Chairman: It is a matter of administration It does not touch our inquiry. We want to know how the thing has worked under a transferred ministry.
 124.	Dr. Ambedkar:   Mr. Newman, you said just
*°Z lO^J** k"1™ were aot »ufted for forest life
and therefore Indianisation was likely to affect the
efficiency  of  the  service ?—That  is  more  or  less
correct.
 125.	Do you think that that statement will a
 
 126.	Do not you  think that there will  be  some
Indians who would like forest life much better than
others ?•—Yes.    For instance, Muhammadans like it
better than Hindus.
 127.	If you made recruitment from such classes,
I   suppose  Indianisation.   would   not  have   affected
efficiency   as   you   predict?—I   am   not   concerned
whether a person is of a depressed class or otherwise,
provided he is an efficient man.
 128.	What I want to point out is that there are
some classes who would be quite capable and suited
to forest life and their, employment, although it would
have meant Indianisation, would not have affected the
efficiency of the service ?—I do not think I suggested
that there were none amongst Indians suitable for
forest life.    That is by no means the case.
 129.	Khan Saheb Abdul Latif:   on page 364* it is
stated :  "In the year 1925, Government accepted a
" resolution of the Council to appoint a committee
" to inquire into certain grievances alleged against
" the administration of the department,"    You will
see that as a result Government made a number of
concessions ?—No, there were certain recommenda
tions  made  by   the   Forest   Grievances   Committee
which were not accepted by Government in toto.
 130.	Which ?—I  cannot  call   to  my  mind  what
they were at a moment's notice.    There were some
concessions which were not granted.    For instance,
a demand was made  that no  forest  should  exist
within a quarter of a mile of a village.    That was a
demand put forward and that was negatived if  I
remember aright.    But I cannot tell you for certain
without reference to the papers.
 131.	Rao Saheb  Patil:    Mr,  Newman,  so far   as
your experience goes do not you think that Indian
officers have done their work in, the department quite
satisfactorily ?—Yes, on the whole ;  certainly.
 132.	Now   my   next   question   is—the   Bombay
Legislative Council appointed a Committee and is it
not a fact that the non-officials were  unanimous ia
their recommendation ?—As far as my recollection
goes they were.
 133.	Do not you think that there were practically
two important points  upon which  the  Committee
concentrated their attention,   namely,  grazing fees
and communal punishment ?•—-Yes, those were the
outstanding questions.
 134.	Then so far as communal punishment goes,
did the Government accept the recommendation that
communal punishment should be done away with ?—
Yes, temporarily.    It was only suspended,

 135.	But will it apply to the whole of the Pre
sidency ?—No,   only  to  certain   districts.    It   was
restricted to three districts by way of experiment.
 136.	Do you think that the Forest Department is
a commercial  concern  so  far  as  grazing  is  con
cerned1 ?—I do not see why Government should forgo
revenue from grazing.
 137.	It is a commercial concern according to you ?
—I do not think so.
 138.	Was it not a recommendation of the Com
mittee that the grazing fee should be four annas per
head ?—,No, but that it should be reduced or even
allowed free.
 139.	Did the Government accept that ?—No.
 140.	Is it not a fact that the Government said that
there are other concessions which would be considered
by Government later ?    The Minister in charge of
Forests made a declaration in the Council that for
the present some concessions were given  and as
regards others attention would be paid to them ?—
Possibly, I do not remember.
142. Syed Miran Muhammad Shah : Mr. Newman, would you tell us what sort of academic qualification, is required for service in the Forest Department ?— (Mr. Newman) : At the present moment a man must possess a Degree of some recognised university.
1*3. What sort of Degree ?—He must possess an

